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The Parks and Recreation Board met Monday, October 21, 2013, 4:30pm, at the 
Riverside Skating Center. Present at said meeting were Richard Shockley, Karen 
Springer, John MacDonald and Aimee Jacobsen. Joe Payne, Pennie Ainsworth, Chris 
Foley, Bess Witcosky, Dan Dunten, Sue Mattern and Cheryl Kolb represented the 
department. Absent from the meeting were Park Board member Patrick Flannelly, 
Council President, Ann Hunt, Council members Gerald Thomas and Gerry Keen and 
Lee Booth from the department.  
 
Richard convened the Board at 4:32pm. 
 
The first item of the agenda was the approval of the minutes from the September 16, 
2013 meeting. Karen motioned to approve the minutes. John seconded the motion, and 
the motion carried. 
 
Superintendent – Joe reported on the following: 
- Noted the Council Report was included in the mailing 
- Reported replacement nets for Apollo playground equipment at Peck-Trachtman Park 
have been ordered. 
 
Assistant Superintendent – Pennie reported on the following: 
- Chris and I attended the NRPA Congress in Houston, Texas October 7-11. There were 
several good sessions and a lot of new playground equipment. There was one piece of 
equipment I particularly liked, and will pass around a picture of the item. 
- I have been working on the City’s new ADA Policy Manual which includes an ADA 
Notice, grievance procedures, complaint form, Disability Guidelines & Etiquette 
Handbook for Employees, Effective Communication, Request for Auxiliary Aids and 
Service forms, Service Animals, Mobile Devices and a Training Checklist. I also started 
going through our self-evaluations that were done at each of our parks and facilities and 
I am coming up with a time-line on when ADA issues will be corrected. Tim Clark, of 
INTAC, will be putting cost estimates together for all of the priority-one issues in the 
City. We have also requested quotes for installation of the “Looping System” for the Lilly 
Nature Center. 
- Our department entered a scarecrow for the Prophetstown State Park “Trail of 
Scarecrows”, which runs from October 19-31. His name is Parker, and he was built with 
a group effort, but primarily by Kaelin Kolb. The public votes for their favorite scarecrow 
by way of a penny voting system. 
- Passed around a letter received from the West Lafayette Public Library, thanking us 
for sponsoring their summer reading program. 
 
Parks – Pennie reported in Lee’s absence on the following: 
- Trail and Playground Inspections are available 
- Margerum Fountain was shut down for necessary repairs and painting. 
- Winterizing pool was finished 
- Preparing rink for opening 
- Preparing all winter equipment for use 
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Recreation – Chris reported on the following: 
- The final day for the 4th, 5th & 6th grade volleyball program was last Saturday, October 
19. Twenty children were enrolled. Annie Dooley coached the volleyball program held at 
Happy Hollow School. 
- We hope to have the regular part-time position filled by early November. 
- In the computer world, Cheryl & I are working on a new numbering system to assist 
with online registration and generating the brochure pages. 
- We will be working over the winter months to prepare for the new point of sale (POS) 
system at the pool. Fiber was run to the pool site in late August and the new system is 
set to be purchased by the IT department next year. The new system will replace the 
outdated cash register. 
 
Morton Center – Bess reported on the following: 
- WALLA classes have begun. They will run 9am-4pm, Mon-Thurs through Nov. 7. So 
far, so good. Parking is extremely limited, but everyone has been in good spirits. 
- Rehmel Student Art show was last weekend. The show, in rooms 106 and 108, looks 
wonderful. You will be amazed by the age of the students and the quality of work. Max 
W. (4 yrs. old) is attempting to sell his “Coconut Kitty” for $10,000. 
- Finally, Morton will have music in the next brochure. We have a pianist that is offering 
“Beginning Keys”, private lessons. Students are going to lean on a 73-key keyboard, 
since we do not have a piano. We are still working on guitar and violin. 
- We will have a new volunteer from Purdue, sophomore China Hawkins; she will be in 
once a week to assist with various office duties. 
 
Stewardship – Dan reported on the following: 
- The past few weeks we have coordinated the planting of about 450 trees, shrubs and 
ground cover around the city. I just picked up 25 more trees and shrubs that we will get 
in the ground this week. 
- I am currently working with 3 Purdue students from the Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering Department as they study erosion issues at Happy Hollow Park and the 
Celery Bog Nature Area. When they have completed their study, we will receive a report 
detailing their recommendations. 
- Another Boy Scout has started his Eagle Scout project at the Celery Bog Nature Area. 
It involves adding a mulched trail in the south section of the woods near Lindberg Rd. 
Walkers have made their own path in this area, so we have designed the location for a 
new trail that avoids some wet and natural nesting habitat. 
 
 
Old Business  
 
Updates 
Joe updated the Board with information regarding new trail work set to begin at the 
Salisbury St./Grant St. pedestrian entrance into Happy Hollow Park. Discussion 
followed. 
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New Business 
 
NRO Budget 
Chris requested she would like to table the item until next month’s meeting, allowing 
more time for finalization of the 2014 NRO Budget. 
 
West Lafayette School Board – Karen reported the following: 
- School Board member Dottie Rausch resigned last month prior to the end of her term of 
office. 
- State statute defines a 30-day replacement process. We advertised and posted the 
vacancy and application process. We received 4 applications. We interviewed all 4 
candidates, but we could only pick one. That person will be appointed at a School Board 
meeting tomorrow night and will complete the rest of Dottie’s term, which goes through 
December 31, 2014. 
- The high school is pleasured to announce double digit National Merit Semi-Finalists for 
this school year; there are 13. 
- The 1st nine weeks ended Wednesday, October 16, 2013. 
- Students and Staff are looking forward to fall break - having off this Friday and next 
Monday. 
 
Wabash River 
- Richard reported the meeting scheduled for several weeks ago was cancelled due to a 
lack of individuals for a quorum. There is not any information regarding when the next 
meeting is scheduled.  
 
 
Other 
 
Cash/Change Fund 
Chris requested approval to establish a Cash/Change Fund for $500.00 from the 
Nonreverting Operating Fund for the Riverside Skating Center to revert back no later 
than April 1, 2014. Aimee motioned to approve the Cash/Change Fund as presented. 
John seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  
 
Pay Claims 
Aimee motioned for claims to be paid. John seconded the motion, and the motion 
carried. 
 
Adjourn 
Aimee motioned to adjourn the meeting. John seconded the motion, and the meeting 
adjourned at 4:47 pm. 
 
 
 
____________________________                       _____________________________ 
Presiding Officer          Secretary 
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